Ageing and the loss of auditory neuroepithelium in the guinea pig.
By microscopic evulation of the cellular pattern of the organ of Corti in 3 age groups of guinea pigs (6 weeks, 7 months and 3 yr) the linear dependence of the loss of sensory cells on the age of animals was found. The linearity of the decrease in number of sensory cells supports the idea that the effect observed was induced by the ageing of the organism in normal conditions of living.